
Dear Scott , 

• , ........... ~ .. ·•----------------

A nole from 

UFO NEWSCLIPPING SERVICE 
LUCIUS FARISH 

Route 1 • Box 220 
Plum rvlllft , Arkansas 72127 USA 

(501) 354-2558 

July 7, 1988 

Thanks [or your two recent not es and copies of clip­
ings. Yes , I have the April FATE ( if I can find it!), so 
wi ll co py Part I V of J erome Clark ' s article on UFO crashes 
and wil l se nd it a l.ong wit h i n a . w days. 

Ed Mazur mentioned that he had recently heard from 
yo~ concer n ing the reporter for an Ar kansas pa per who 
suppo sedly as ked George Bush a question about UFOs. Neit­
h r Ed nor I had hea rd anything of this sort, so we were 
wond ering about your source of information for the rumor? 
We ar e n't aw are of any reporters in the state who are mem­
be r s of MUFON, as Ed is the State Director and has a list 
of a l l sta t e MUFON members. It sounds like one of those 
rumor s whic h always crop up, but if .there is any truth to 
it, I'd certainly like to know more about it. 

About all fro m here for the moment. Hope to hear 
from you agai n soon. 

Yours truly, 

~~ 



@AMBLIN 
ENTERTAINMENT 

January 28, 1988 

Grant Cameren 
649 Silverstone Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitaba 
CANADA R3T 2U8 

Dear Mr. Cameren: 

-., 

I am in receipt of your recent letter to Steven Spielberg 
requesting him to answer your questions. 

Unfortunately, Mr. Spielberg is curren.tly away working on 
his next project and is unable to personally answer your 
questions. 

We thank you for contacting Amblin Entertainment and 
enclosed is your dollar. 

Sincerely, 

Kris Kelley 
Publicity Coordinator 

KK/kak 

enclosed: one dollar 

Amblin Entertainment Inc. 
100 Universa l Plaza, Bungalow 477, Universal City, California 91608 • (818) 777-4600 

Telex: 662748 W.U. • 4720584 I.T.T. 



Mr . Ronald W.J. An stee 
6565 24th Av enue 
Rosemount 
Montreal HIT. 3M6 
Quebec CA NADA 

Dear Mr. Anstee: 

U II it<'d S tatcR De par tm e nt of S tate 

. Wi1s hi11gtnt1 , JJ.C. 20520 

J une 17 , 1987 

Secret ary Shultz has asked me to reply to your letter 
requesti ng a copy of President Reagan's remarks To The Students 
And Facult y At Fallmont High School. We appreciate your 
interest. 

I am pleased to enclose a copy of the President's remarks 
which I hope will be helpful to you. 

Encl osure. 

erely yours, 

George 8~1/( 
Acting Ass i stant Secretary 

for Public Affairs 
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BARRY GOLDWATER 
Al'llZONA 

I <f& t 
tob r 19, T9-rt 

Mr . Lee M. Graham 
526 West Mlple 

WASHI NGTON , O .C , IOIIO 

tvbnrovia, California 91016 

Dear Mr . Graham: 

..... ,, ... 
INTD.UOINCC. ~ 
A"MIED MltvlCSII 

TACTICAL WARP-, CtwMIIAH 
~MSONCN 

8TIIATUIC AHD TN&ATM NucLsA,t ~ 

COMMl'. .. CIC, 8CIIENU, ANO T"-'NP°"TATION 
C0...MUNICA110Ne, CNAl•MAH 
AVIATIOH 

ICIIINCII, Tl:ICHNOl.oCaY, AND ~ACC 

IN0IAN AnrAl"S 

First , let me tell you that I have long ago given up acquiring 
access to the so-called blue room at Wright-Patterson, as I have 
had one long string of denials from chief after chief, so I have 
given up. 

In answer to your questions, CQll[e:::::J.:S=:! ,...,~~~:;e- ~ ~=,,,,,.... I don't 
know of anyone who has access to the blue room, nor am I aware of 
its contents and I am not aware of anything having been relocated. 
I can't answer your question six, in fact, I can't find anyone who 
would answer it. 

To tell you the truth, Mr. Graham, this thing has gotten so highly 
classified, even though I will admit there is a lot of it that 
has been released, it is just impossible to get anything on it. 

I am returning your papers because I know they are of value to you. 



J . ntonio Hun eus 
ews World Communic · tions nc . 

401 5th t venue 
ew York~ York 

01 

De r 1 • Huneeus, 
,' 

Grant h . C meron 
649 Silverstone ve. 
Winnipeg , •1ani toba 
Canada ~3'1' 2V8 

u ust 16 , 1988 

I am wri tin in re ard to your ;3rticles wri.tten f or the ew York 
Ci y ribune ~ay 12, 19 8 and my i9, 1988 . h~se . ar t icles deal with 

ea a ' s reoccu a t ion with an Alien Invasion . I a lso read your con­
t ribution to "UFO Universe" . on Shirley vlacLaine . 

' ' ' . 
n the ast cou le of .~eeks, many ne~ rumors rela ted to Mr. Reagan 

a d " . Bush is interest i n ~'things lien" have circulated, the most . 
b iz rre be i n that 'ea an will appe ar on P ·, fte r the ovember election 
ith a live rey lien . It is enera l l y accepted mong researchers who 

1. ollow these stories t ha t ma_teri a;l. ( tr\le or fa;t.?e) is beipg leaked to 
s o e unknown conclusion . 

I , ould a pprecia te yo ur ~mswer to any or all of the following 
que tio s as time · er mi ts : 

1 

2} 

3} 

id you a tte t t o obta i n a st/;l tement on the "al:,_ien invasion~• from 
t he , hite House? 
a s there any reaction to yQur story from the a}government orb) 

public? 
' OS i mportantly , have you received further .such statements or 
rumors si ce your • y stories? 

Hoey u will be abie to help . Thankyou. 

Sincerely , 

r at ~. Cameron 



r ,, 

upermar 
etrarige breed of 
Amerfcap Joumalis'!J, t18Ve 
talklng 1or most of~ deda 

about R0™1IQ ,R~n•a fasclf¥1~on' ~ 
things Ilk' ~ology and ,pa_c,1~1le~.; • 
tie atter,tfori ,w~• paid to fhe,~•~e~, ,tj-ia 1 
ter,all, the ~ff ~ .printed In ~ tabl,oi9s 
and nobQdy sane 1a supposed t9 believe jn , • 
them, Yet truth la becoming stn1nger than ,, • 1 , , , 
fiction in the case of Rqn~I~ Wilson a ' White Hoyso, .trig ed b~ logy. " , , , j' 
Reagan and some of his ;,,or ' ous r 1 

• t D Vs disclos~res that Nancy hap ' The media was having a field day with . 1 

marb. • I ' ~ " • h , '.i ~' o naulted astrologers to arr~nge for horoscopes at the White House wtion 
For st.artera, he haa becomo rJt Pr&. • aPJ1pt",'8nts with th~ President 91eryol"8 I Reagan talked about the possibility of Earth 

aldent of the United Sttitea to 1ta k. 'about ! r kno~ the betalla by nq~, yet we asked uniting against a threat by "a power from 
the poealbil~ of an alien lnyaa'W from out- Mar9,110 Galluppl,1a j,Jelj ~11ow11 a, trolod- f outer space." Although the idea waan't 
er apace, and he hu done 19 ~ t once or er a~ host pf a P~Y~f.licJr~dio and 1V talk I new, for the President, as we shall soon 
twice but In thrcie apeechea, F,l¥Q&n ,le plt\Q . ~o~ Ip OeJrolt, to ~ive,uf ,anoth~

1
r view. r see, this time everybody paid attention , 

the only Pr~ldent to my kno~ge, '."!~o t i. ' It I~ r ery c)ear to."¥' th~t l the po iticia~ 1 More as a joke than , serious thought, 
admitted - In a 1~ Preaide?flll ~ e in W~ lngton have±elt sychlca nd a - I however. The AP story on the speech, for 
agalrm Walter Mo.ndale ' ~ vlflg had , trolo 81'8," said Mar . 11b, j'at lea, t some l example, ·had the headline, "Reagan fol-
" Phll dlacuNlona'' ·a~ t Arra- of th ' ' do. i' Furthe o~, Tontlnut3~ Ma - lows astrological flap with comment ,on 
g White Ho JOme • cellot there 

1
11 evide~ce tnat tt)e ~eaga~ space Invaders.'' , 1 

rather fundame ch- have ~ QatroloQY ~or(ailong tirr,e If we I There might be a deeper reason for 
en. 1 ~ f that "he~~ In at mldnigt'!t I Reagan's apparent interest in the Idea of 

And then there WII thee t,1t a• G ernor of C1llfornla, ~aed o~ astro- an alien' threat. There is an unconfln11ed 

50 I ' 1•, \ ' 
j ' I :~~ I 



story that b fore he became Governor of 
Callfornla, Ron and Nancy had a UFO 
sighting on a highway n or Hollywood. 
The story was broadcast last F bruary on 
Steve Allan's radio how over WN'2N-AM 
In New York. The cornedlon and host com­
ment d that a very well known personol­
lty In the ntortalnment Industry hod con­
fided to him that m ny yo rs ogo, Ron ond 
N ncy war exp ct d to o c su I dlnn r 
with frl nda In Hollywood . c pt for th 
R0ttgon11, II tho guos hod orrlv d. Ron 
nd N ncy showed up quit upo t h If n 

hour I r, ylng th t they h d Ju t 11 

UFO coming down th co t . No furth r 
d tall wor r I a d hy St v All n. 

po r trom noth r plan t, ·• the media 
qulc ly ubb It th "a ce Inv d rs" 

h, ting It to I bar n the s• 
tro gy fl p. Th ET mark wa made In 
th Q&A rlod following t ch to th 
Nnt I Stra~v Forum In Chi oo's P t. 
m r Hou Hot I, wh re h dopted 
mo conclll tory ton to rds th Sovl t 
Union. 

Significantly, Re11gan'1 remark w s 
mad during hi spo to the qu tlon. 
"Wh t do you con Id r to the mos1 Im­
port nt n d In lntflm tlon I I tlons?" 

ohen wond r d.'' th Presld nt 
told u one ogaln, " whet If all of ua In th 

, . , rid di cov red that wore th ten• 
• or two, p pl d by n outer - power ttom out r 

Not th n nd space, from nother pl net," And th n h 
et v himself con• mph sized h th m th t 'thl would 

fim11,--d Gerie during Ar s II th dlff ron . and th t th "cit• 
ruory 16, 1967, lz ns of th world" would "come tog th r 

in the In Moscow, to fight that partlcul r threat ... " 
t the mlttee of the USSR's There I till fourth, unofficl I, slmll r 

Not High School In statement from Ronald Reagan about this 
Me Th re , bu rled on pag particular subj ct . It wa reported In the 
7 if Supplement,• wos Nsw Rspubllc by senior editor Fred Bernes. 
ti ment: TI1e ortlcle described a luncheon In the 

eating in Geneva, the U.S. White House between the President nd 
that ii the earth faced en In· Eduard Shevardnadze, during the F-,relgn 
traterr trlals, the Unit d Minister's visit to W shlngton to sign the 
e So i t Union would Join INF Treaty on September 16, 1987. " Ne r 
such an invasion . I shell not the and of his lunch with Shev&rdnazde," 
pothosls, though I think It's wrote Barnes, " Reagan wondered aloud 

worry about such an lntru- what would happen If tha world faced an 
sion . . . " Notice that Gorbachev doesn't 'alien threat' from outer space. 'Don't you 
say this l n incredible proposition, he just think the United States ond the Soviet 

ys th t it 's too early to worry about It . Union would be together?' he asked. Shev-
lf Gorbachev leveled the theme from ardnadze said yes, absolutely. ·'And we 

a high school to the Kr mlln , Reagan up• wouldn't need our defense ministers to 
ped the stakes again by Including the "allen meet, • he added." 
threa t" not In a dom stlc speech but to a 'The fact that there are so many refer-
full s sslon of the General Assembly of the onces In Important speeche11, off-th&•cuff 
United Nations. Towards the end of his remarks, and just ploln conve1"88tlone, 
speech to the Forty-second aesslo'l, on means thot ·- for whatever reason or 
September 21, 1987, the President said knowledge about deep UFO secrets that 
that , " in our obsession with antagonisms he may hove as President - Ronald 
of th moment, we often forget how much • Reagan does think often about the pos.slbll• 
unites ell the members of humanity. Per- lty of an alien' Invasion, and how this event 
hops we need some outside, unlver&al could become a catalyst for world unity. · 
throat to make us recognize this common Talking about those UFO secrets, there I 
bond. also on• une<>nfltmed story of a peel I 

" I occaslonelly think," contlnu d screening In th White Hou98 of the movie 
R gen, " how quickly our differences ' 'ET' a few years ago, with director Steven 
worldwide would vanish If we were facing Spielberg and o few eelected guests. Right . 
an lien threat from outside this world. And after the movl , Reagon euppoeedly tum• 
y t, I ask," - her comes tho clincher - d to Spielberg and whispered aomethlng 
" Is not an alien force olreody among u 7" • to the affect, ''Th re ore only·• handful of 
The Presld nt now trl s to retreat from th peopl who know th truth about this," 
last bold statement by pot"ng a second ·, Indeed, rrlort than on ufologist hat 
question: "What could be more ollen to th even suggested that the reol target behind 
univ rsal a plrotlons of our peoples 'than "Star Wart" ,_ another of RMgon'a cot• 
war and th thr at of wor7" Unlik th off. • . mlo ob ulol'I - la this proJeoted ET In• 
tho-cu ff r marks to th Fallston High vo ton nd not th Ruaalona. 0th rt t lk 
School, w mu t oa ume that the Prt11I· 1 of wlld " d II" betweon th U.S. Govem-
dont'o speech to tho Goneral Assembly mont and rooe of gray dwerft, better 
wn wrltton v ry carefully nd Ilk wise, It known for tholr appetite for abducting 
morlts clo x minotlon. hum na . .. Stop I W 'rt nt ring th for-

Ron Id R ogan hos told us th t ho think bldd n t rr In of t blold N1Vtl1tlon1, Ilk 
of111n about thlo IAsu • yot nobody e flm ' th SUN'•' 1 acr min h adlln that 
to bo paying tt ntlon. Wh n tho P ldont "A aoan wlll nd hie pNtald noy by dd-
mnntlon d I t M y 4 In Chlo for th Ing• v r I pt n ta • atat 11

11 Juat think 
third limo th po lblllty of th t by'' about It. ·: 1 D 

1 



REQUEST FOR MANDATORY REVIEW OF CLASSIFIED MATERIAL 
IN THE CUSTODY OF 

THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION 

Name of Deposi tory: . Ha·rry S. Truman L i bra ry 

Address : U.S.Highway 24 & Del aware 
Independ ence , MO 64050 

Date of Request: ------------

I hereby request a mandatory rev iew of the classified information in the attached listed 
documents in accordance with the provision of Executive Order 12958, Section 3.6 . 

Permanent 
Address: 

{Printed Full Name) 

---------------------------------------
{ S U1111t Address) 

{City) {Sta tel (Zip Code) 

Telephone: 
{Bu,inas1 or Homo Numbet including Area Coda) 

Mailing 

Address:--------------------------------------
1stroe1 Address) 

{City) (State) {Zip Codo) 

Telephone: 
{Bu, ineu or Homo Number including Aru Code) 

PRIVACY ACT NOTICE 

Authority for solici ta tion of the above information is 5 U.S.C. 552a. Disclosure of this information is voluntary. If the information 
Is not provided, however, the Individual's decl11sslfication review request may not be processed. 

The purpose for reques t of this lnform11tion is to identify end record individuals who request mandatory review of documents, 
to certify that the rese archer meets the requirements estblished in E.O. 12958, end to en11ble later contact with the rese11rcher 
regarding disposition of his or her mondetory review request. 
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RE MJv1E PRE ID NT 

\though Pr sid nt inc W rid War II have known about the reality 
f th T i su , in r cent d cad es their knowledge and ability to 

i u hav b come limited. It is time for the president to take 
a proa tiv r le in the di closure process, because should significant 
di lo ur ccur without any presidential role, the president would be 
viewed b the American public and the world in one of two perhaps 

quail damaging wa . 

1. If the Pre ident and the executive branch 
of the U. . government maintain that they did 
not know anything about a subject this 
important, presidential stature and credibility 
would be significantly damaged. 

2. If the President and the executive branch 
maintain after "unsanctioned'' disclosures that 
they knew of the subject and its incredible 
national significance, but were not connected 
to the disclosure, the President might be 
accused of supporting the cover-up, even 
though this may be unfair in light of the actual 
facts of how this subject has been covertly 
handled . 

Either way it behooves the President to begin the disclosure process 
with the following steps or one of the above damaging options may 
become the prevailing view. 

We recommend the following actions for the President of the 
United States : 

I . We recommend that the President set 
forth an Executive Order releasing 
witnesses from national security oaths on 
this subject since a critical issue for witnesses 
willing to testify is their security oaths, even 
though they may have been illegally obtained 
(see section 4.7 on security oaths); 

2. We recommend that the President 
convene an independent, fai r and open 
commi sion to investigate the subject, 



U AP connected to the subject, and 
technologies that are currently clarified and 
could benefit humanity if released; 

3. We recommend at the same time that the 
E 'ecutive Order support the declassification 
of government documents related to the 
UFO/ET subject, a process that has already 
begun through the Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA); 

4. We also recommend, as the disclosure 
process proceeds, that the President issue an 
Executive Order providing amnesty for 
members of the suspected group and its 
personnel that control the UFO/ET issues, 
provided that there is cooperation and 
non-interference by that group; 

5. We recommend that the President present 
a nationally televised talk on the issues and 
the process to start to restore public faith in 
the government and democratic principles; 

6. Finally, we recommend that the President 
create by Executive Order, a new scientific 
research organization to develop covert 
technologies that can be used to address our 
energy problems and start to integrate these 
technologies into our mainstream academic 
institutions. 

These Executive Orders would fully utilize the powers of the presidency 
to help terminate certain "black projects" activities that appear to be 
operating outside the constitutional chain of command. While certain 
aspects of extraterrestrial technology (and other matters) may not be 
fully accessed through this EO process, it would enable definite witness 
testimony to be disclosed . This would start the process of neutralizing 
the present efforts by the covert groups to keep the President and the 

xecutive branch, Congress, the press, and the taxpayers out of the 
loop. 

[1] See HanBon, T., The Missing Times: News Media Complicity in the 



UFO Cover-up. 2001 

[2] Hillenkoeter, Roscoe: Aliens from Space, Major Donald E. Keyhoe, 
1975 . 

[3] Wang, L.J. , A Kuzmich, and A Dogariu . 2000. Gain-assisted 
superluminal light propagation. Nature. 406 :277-279. 

[ 4] Sturrock, P. A , Report on a Survey of the American Astronomical 
Society concerning the UFO Phenomenon, Stanford University Report 
SUIPR 68IR, 1977. 
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during the 1970s . With the space race behind us, Presidents 
Richard Nixon, Gerald Ford, and Jimmy Carter all turned their 
si_ghts on a different understanding of space exploration . In 
different ways and with differing emphases, each worked to 
move us beyond the exploration stage and toward the utilization 
stage . While the space exploits of the 1960s were considered to 
be awe-inspiring events, those of the 1970s were intentionally 
calle~ ordinary and ro utine . Unfortunately, in taking the special 
quality out of space events, and in making space a part of our 
everyday lives, our program of space exploration was cast into 
mediocrity . This chapter explains how this came about. 

/.., f IXO N COMMANDEERS A SPACE TRUCK 

)£ '.j k Richard Nixon, like Lyndon Johnson, was not new to the 
\.JJ ~' space program or to the politics of space. He was at Eisenhower's 

J.r'-' I' side when the news of Sputnik I splashed across the front page 
\f'' )J. " of every paper in the nation . He was the first member of 

•• f\:O /v•.\ Eisenhower's administration to speak out about the Soviet 
, :,._··· launch, warning that "we could make no greater mistake than 
~ ~ to brush off [Sputnik lJ as a scientific stunt of more significance to 

the man in the moon than to men on earth . " 2 

However, the Apollo program that Nixon inherited from Lyn­
don Johnson in 1969 was very different from the one Johnson had 
inherited from Kennedy or that Kennedy had gotten from Eisen­
hower. In the twelve years separating Nixon's 1957 speech on 
the Soviet "stunt" and his 1969 earth-to-moon phone call with 
Neil Armstrong, the world had changed dramatically . Where 
before Americans had felt excitement about the prospects of 
space, now there was only apathy and boredom. Where once 
there had been images of technological marvels in space, now 
there were images of technological failures on earth . Where 
once there " was Camelot, now there was My Lai, Watts, Tet, 
Dallas, and Chicago. " 3 

With sentiment against the space program running high, 
N ixon could no longer invoke what had become known as the 
Columbus Principle; Nixon could not argue, as had those before 
h im, that " curiosity and purposefulness were the only prerequi­
sites in space exploration" or that space exploration could 
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continue without any "palpable justifications ."4 Nor could 
Nixon reasonably speak of the " Soviet threat" in space. While 
the Soviet Union was continuing to aggressively pursue its 
space program, the United States had already proven its superi- . ,-'­
?rity. According to the rules of the space race set up by Kennedy ~ [;"-ri 
m 1961, the United States had alread won. - £ ~ 

Amidst domestic st e ana moral disillusionment, Nixon had /~ 
to create a new identity for space exploration . A close look at 
Nixon's rhetoric reveals a strategy designed to do just that. , ,A-< 4.d 
Nixon crafted a philosophy of pragmatism out of a philosophy fv,"'cJ..,4 _ , 

of wonderment. Nixon did not ask the American people to give ~_,krl:,{, i/,.:-
up space exploration for domestic concerns, but rather, in the 1 _ . ~., c 
spirit of metaphoric transfer, demonstrated how the foundation ,il, • Jf:"'7·j1-

of wonderment and the foundation of pragmatism were one and 
the same. Indeed, the unique character of Nixon's rhetoric lies in 
the way in which he juxtaposed the discovery of space with the 
discovery of earth, the manner in which he combined the 
necessity of space exploration with the search for our roots, and 
finally, the fashion in which he transformed space exploration 
into an everyday occurrence . In other words, Nixon crafted a 
space program for the future based on current earthly priorities. 

The Heavens among the Earth 

Nixon worked from the very beginning to not only take us 
back into space but also to tum us homeward. His metaphors 
established an image of people looking out into the galaxy and, 
from the galaxy, back to earth . A quick glance through ixon's 
speeches reveals metaphorical images such as: "reaching with 
precision for the moon and fa lling into raucous discord on earth";5 "in 
throwing wide the horizons of space we have discovered new horizons 
on earth" ;6 " in that moment of surpassing technological triumph, men 
turned their thoughts toward home and humanity" ;7 "howeoer far we 
reach, our destiny lies not in the stars but on earth" ;8 "technological 
genius but human limitations" ;9 and "taking another step across the 
threshold of the heavens" (italics added)10-all of which orient us 
through an up-down vertical pattern and a merger of space and 
earth. Centered around a contradiction between the discovery 
of the moon and the discovery of the earth, these images first 

) .. 
) 
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The problem with such a posture was that once the "end" 
disappeared, the " means" went away. Even Kennedy experi­
enced this phenomenon. Once rumors began to surface that the 
Soviet Union was not going to try for a lunar landing, Kennedy 
had to continuously defend his goal as a viable endeavor. 

Second, Kennedy made the space program dependent on dra­
matic and ~ lashy:=_m~n~es. Kennedy's manned 
lunar goal , Fox and Lears suggested, was not the result of a 
compelling urge not to learn about the solar system but to make 
a dramatic impression: 

As most of the non-defense subsidized scientific community repeatedly 
stressed, nearly every measurable space objective-in communications, 
weather monitoring, exploration of the planets, even military 
reconnaissance-could be achieved far more effectively and at con­
siderably less expense, with automated satellites and probes . Sending 
men into space was preferable to unmanned projects for only one 
reason : It vastly enhanced the dramatic impression created by the 
nation's space exploits .57 

As a result, the space program has thrived when presidents 
have imposed Kennedyesque visions, and wallowed when no 
Kennedyesque vision was to be found . Even Johnson, an indi­
vidual more committed to the space program than most others, 
was unable to move the program out from under the image of 
the race. At least for the 1960s, however, the space program 
thrived . 

JOHNSON GOES THE DISTANCE 

As president, Lyndon Johnson was not new to the space race 
at all. In 1957, when the Soviet Sputniks created a national 
furor, he was the chair of the Senate Space committee and a 
leading critic of the Eisenhower administration's response . "It is 
not our technology that has failed, [but] our leadership," 
Johnson stated in a speech delivered in 1960. "Our national 
survival could depend upon our being first in the space race and 
soon . ... We cannot concede outer space to Communism and 
hold leadership on earth . " 58 

By the time Johnson became president, however, his position 
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on the space race had softened considerably . "It was really a 
mistake to regard space exploration as a contest which can be 
tallied on any box score," he stated during a press conference . 
"Judgments can be made only by considering all the objects of 
the two national programs, and they will vary and they will 
differ. " 59 

Several factors accounted for this change in perspective . One, 
of course, was that the United States was beginning to have 
successes of its own in space . Alan Shepherd became the first 
man to stay aloft in a spacecraft, followed by another ride by 
Virgil Grissom, and then followed by the orbits of John Glenn, 
M. Scott Carpenter, Wally Schirra, and L. Gordon Cooper. "We 
were unmistakably behind," Johnson told workers at the NASA 
manned spacecraft center in Houston; "some prophesied that 
America would remain behind, that our system had failed, that 
the brightness of our future had dimmed and would grow darker. 
But no such prophesies are heard today . " 60 

Additionally, for the first time we saw what the earth looked 
like in its entirety . By virtue of the photographs that the astro­
nauts took in their initial journeys into space, we got an entirely 
new vantage point . That such photos impacted on Johnson's 
rhetoric seems apparent. Gone was the stark polarity between 
the Soviets and the United States, gone was the "us against 
them" mentality so prevalent in Kennedy's rhetoric, and gone 
was the struggle . In their place stood a vision that bound rather 
than separated, an understanding of a nation working together 
to conquer a common frontier . (This was almost the case, at 
least .) While Johnson's images went a long way in restructuring 
our understanding of space and the space race, they were not 
quite able to overcome remnants of the old perspective. There 
was, in other words, a significant contradiction in Johnson' s 
rhetoric that was not resolved . 

Walking Together Toward Peace 

Johnson's images seem inviting. They carry forth the ideals of 
peace and peaceful exploration linked with commonality, unity, and 
humanity . Where before we were struggling with the Soviet 
Union over control of the universe, now we were working with 



Chapter Four 

Starting a Nation Dreaming Again 

When Ronald Reagan was elected president, NASA officials 
breathed a sigh of relief. For eleven years, the period of time that 
had elapsed since the first astronaut stepped onto the moon and 
support for the space program began to diminish, NASA had 
been forced to engage in incremental politics. With dismay, they 
watched as the final three Apollo missions were scrubbed; as 
the three-tiered project of space station, space shuttle, and 
moon base became the shuttle; and as interest in a mission to 
Mars was relegated to the back burner.1 Reagan, however, 
appeared to be a true believer in space . "Like President 
Kennedy before him," Howard McCurdy stated, " Reagan 
seemed genuinely entranced by the space program. NASA 
officials could only hope that he might make an Apollo-type 
decision as President Kennedy had done two decades earlier."2 

Ironically, in terms of concrete decisions and actual deeds, 
Reagan did not actually do anything for the space program. He 
did come close to making an Apollo-type decision by calling for 
a manned space station, and he did authorize NASA to build a 
shuttle orbiter to replace the one destroyed in the Challenger 
explosion. He also got us thinking about "space shields," but 
beyond that, no tangible results were amassed. Rather, what 
Reagan did for the space program was to revitalize it. With his 
metaphors, Reagan created a palatable vision of a U.S. space 
program "standing tall" and simultaneously brought renewed 
energy and a new vitality to the program. Rhetorically, at least, 
the program prospered under Reagan. 

--, : 
;;,. -... 



68 PRESIDENTIAL PERSPECTIVES ON SPACE 

This chapter explores how Reagan whetted our appetites for 
pace exploration once again . Specifically, it suggests that the 

key to Reagan's transformation of space resides in the way in 
which he used the notion of t/1e new frontier. Nearly three 
decades earlier, Frank Gibney and George Feldman had argued 
that the space program would prosper only if it were tied to a 
frontier image . "This country has always prospered because it 
had a frontie r to chew on," they suggested . "The Space 
Di covery represents the only possible frontier of any 
magnitude at hand today, yet we have rejected its potential out 
of hand . " 3 ow we fi nally had a president in place who was 
willing to argue exclusively for the importance of this concept. 
Indeed, not only did Reagan argue for this new frontier 
perspective on space, he did so through two vital areas of 
national life: commercialization and militarization. Focusing on 
Reagan 's space rhetoric up until the explosion of the space 
shuttle Challenger, this chapter explores his revitalizing 
perspective . 

COMMERCIALIZING SPACE 

Reagan, it would seem, was lucky . He always seemed to be at 
the right place at the right time, and he was able to use that 
timing to his advantage . On the day he was sworn in as presi­
den t, fo r instance, the Iran hostage situation, which had dogged 
Carter's presidency for nearly two years, resolved itself. Simi­
larly, Reagan's first days in office coincided perfectly with the 
testing of the first shuttle prototype and the maiden flight of the 
firs t operational shuttle . Each successive shuttle flight provided 
Reagan with the opportunity to hone his message that it was 
" time to develop the next frontier-space. " 4 1n particular, his 
images developed this understanding of space by depicting a 
nation of individuals who are " pushing back boundaries" so 
that " the desert will bloom." 5 

Pushing Back Boundaries 

In Verbal Style and the Presidency, Roderick Hart argued that 
Reagan' s images are active images; they depict us as working 
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when in fact we may not be doing anything at all .6 That seems to 
be the case with Reagan's space rhetoric; within his images, we 
are cast as "movers and shakers" who are single-handedly 
pushing back the new frontier, single-handedly clearing the 
land for the new civilization to follow . 

A glance through Reagan's rhetoric reveals metaphorical 
images such as : "part of a greatness pushing wider the boundaries";7 

"never a time when we can stop moving forward";• " pushing back 
frontiers and opening new doors to discovery, opportunity, and 
progress; " 9 "blazing the trail to an exciting new front ier; " 10 and 
"discovering new horiwns"11 (italics added) . Centered around a 
contradiction between moving and standing still, these images 
invite us to discover a new world . lndeed, they suggest that we 
are already discovering that world and only have to continue. 

Consider, for instance, pushing back frontiers and opening new 
doors to discovery, opportunity, and progress. The image is powerful 
in the way in which it casts us into a situation where we are not 
only actively moving forward but also reaping the benefits. 
Literally, the metaphor argues that by continuing forward and 
going beyond whatever obstacles might be in our way, new 
discoveries will be ours. It puts us into a situation in which by 
pushing, we attain new things. 

Beyond this literal interpretation, the power of the metaphor 
to motivate us into thinking new thoughts about the space pro­
gram emerges from the experiences of physical and historical 
excitement that it activates . Physically, the metaphor individu­
ates the excitement of an individual moving forward, arms 
extended out in front and head bent slightly forward, pushing 
on. Most of us have experienced the sensation of pushing 
through a thicket of bushes to get to the other side, or of 
pushing through a wind storm to reach a destiny. Pushing, by its 
nature, does not allow for standing still. We may stand, in other 
words, in front of a thicket of bushes, but standing will not grant 
us passage. Similarly, we may go out into a wind storm, but if 
we do not push forward we will not make any headway. Thi 
metaphor, then, motivates us toward a renewed loo at the 
space program by entertaining the possibility of a situation in 
which discoveries are not occurring because there is no forward 
motion. 
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Johnson reviews pictures of Mars taken by U.S. space 
probe Mariner 4. " Mankind's progress toward the 
distant stars of peace and reason must not, and shall 
not, be either delayed or diverted by those who 
would cast the shadow of fear across its path and 
have it fall in the darkness of war. " 35 

United States launches Gemini 5. Eight days later, 
Johnson telephones his congratulations : " You have 
certainly proved, I think, once and for all that man 
ha a place in the explora tion of the great frontier of 
space . . . . The one thing that we are all working for, 
and really our only purpose in space, is peace in the 
world ."36 

Johnson instructs the Department of Defense to 
immediately proceed with the development of a 
manned orbiting laboratory . 

United States launches Gemini 7. Johnson states: 
" Once again, two brave Americans have carried the 
quest for knowledge to the threshold of space . Their 
voyage will be a continuous reminder that the 
peaceful conquest of space is the only form of 
conquest in which modern man can proudly and 
profitably engage. " 37 

United States launches Gemini 6-A. Johnson states : 
"You have all moved us one step higher on the stair­
way to the moon .... Our efforts in space will take 
us not only to the moon but, by increasing our 
knowledge of technology and the world around us, 
to a better life for all. " 38 

Soviet Union space probe Luna 9 lands an instrument 
capsule on the moon . 

United States launches Gemini 8. Astronauts Neil 
Armstrong and Dave Scott achieve first docking in 
space with an unmanned Agena target vehicle. !o_hn­
son asserts: "We haven't wiped out all the dehcten 
cies in our program yet, but we have caught up and 
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we are pulling ahead ... . We intend to land the first 
man on the surface of the moon and we intend to do 
this in the decade of the sixties." 39 

Soviet Union space probe Lun~ 10 enters lunar orbit 
to become the moon's first satellite . 

Johnson ca lls for a treaty governing the exploration of 
celestial bodies. "Just as the United States is striving 
to help achieve peace on earth, we want to do what 
we can to insure that explorations of the moon and 
other celestial bodies will be for peaceful purposes 
only."•o 

Johnson comments on the landing of U.S. moon 
probe Surveyor I on the Ocean of Storms: "Overnight 
the eyes of Su rveyor I have become the eyes of the 
world on the moon. Another exciting chapter in the 
peaceful exploration of the universe is open for men 
to read and share." 41 

United States launches Gemini 9. 

United States launches Gemini 10. 

U.S. moon probe Orbiter 1 enters lunar orbit to 
become the second moon satellite. 

United States launches Gemini 11. 

United States launches final Gemini mission, number 
12. 
Johnson concludes the Gemini space program and 
introduces the Apollo program. He states, ' Toe 
splendid performance of man and machine in Gemini 
has been a product of the American system at its 
best. ... Apollo will make America truly a space­
faring Nation. "~2 

Three astronauts, Virgil Grissom, Edward White, and 
Roger Chaffee, are killed in a fire in an Apollo space­
craft during a pre-flight test . Johnson send his 
condolences: "Three valiant young men have given 
their lives in the Nation's service. We mourn this 
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great loss . Our hearts go out to their families ." 43 

Johnson also presides over the signing of the Treaty 
on Outer Space. " We have never succeeded in freeing 
our planet from the implements of war. But if we 
cannot yet achieve this goal here on earth, we can at 
least keep the virus from spreading . " 44 

Johnson releases "The Space Program in the Post­
Apollo Period," a report compiled by his Science 
Advisory Committee . 
United States launches space probe Mariner 5. 

Johnson puts the Outer Space Treaty into force . 
" Space is a frontier that is common to all mankind 
and it should be explored and conquered by 
humanity acting in concert. " 45 

United States successfully launches the rocket to be 
used in all Apollo missions, Saturn V. 
United States releases firs t full-color photos of earth 

from space . 

Johnson calls for an international Astronaut 
Assis tance and Return Agreement : " A divided world 
can and must overcome its d ifferences . "

46 

h • " In Johnson celebrates NASA's tent anmversary. 
the years ahead-as in the past deca_de-our foremost 
motive is to make men wiser and life on earth more 

meaningful .' ' 47 

United States launches Apollo 7. Johnson states: "~he 
path to the moon takes courage, abil~ty, an_d devot10_n 
to our goals . You are making a maior stride on this 

s tar-studded way• " 45 
. 

Richard M . Nixon is elected president of the Umted 

States . 
U ·ted States launches the first successful large_-scale 

m (OSO 2) to mves-
orbi ting astronomical observatory - ' 
tigate the ultraviolet region of outer space. 
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~n_ited States launches Apollo 8. Johnson states, "The 
v1s1ons of the past are coming closer and closer to 
becoming the amazing achievements of the 
present. " 49 

Soviet spacecrafts Soyuz 4 and Soyuz 5 become the 
first to link up and transfer crews in space. 

Richard Nixon empowers a Space Task Group 
~ead_e~ ~y Vice President Spiro Agnew to prepare a 

defimhve recommendation on the direction of the 
U.S. post-Apollo space program."so 

U~ted States launches Apollo 9. Ten days later, 
Nixon states: "The epic flight of Apollo 9 will be 
recorded in history as ten days that thrilled the 
world . You .. . have shown the world that man and 
his technological genius are eager to begin an age of 
adventure, an age which will benefit all the people on 
this good earth ."51 

United States launches Apollo 10. 

United States launches Apollo 11 . 

U.S. astronauts Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin 
land and walk on the moon. Nixon converses with 
them via telephone: "Because of what you have done 
the heavens have become a part of man's world, and 
as you talk to us from the Sea of Tranquility, it 
inspires us to redouble our efforts to bring peace and 
tranquility to earth . For one priceless moment in the 
whole history of man all the people on this earth are 
truly one-one in their pride in what you have done 
and one in our prayers that you will return safely to 
earth . " 52 

NASA gets the go-ahead to proceed with Skylab, 
known as the Apollo Applications Program. 

U.S. space probe Mariner 6 sends back detailed 
pictures of Mars. 
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pa e probe Mariner 7 sends back detailed 
picture of Mars. 

ixon's Space Ta k Group releases its report, Tiu 
Post-Apollo Space Program: Directions for the Future. It 
call for a mann d flight to Mars by the end of the 
century and an ambitious program of unmanned ex­
ploration a well .53 

United States launches Apollo 12. 

ixon release his firs t policy statement concerning 
the future of the U.S. Space Program . "We must see 
our space effort, then, not only as an adventure of 
today but also as an investment in tomorrow . " 54 

United States launches Apollo 13 . The mission runs 
into trouble. Nixon talks about the "perils of space." 

Soviet Union launches Luna 17, which contains the 
first robot moon rover, Lunokhod 1. 

U.S. launches Apollo 14 . Nixon compares the 
American people to "the people who must have 
stood on the dock at Palos, Spain, and watched 
Columbus' ships disappear, believing they were 
watching the end of a great event, when they were 
watching the beginning. " 55 

Soviet Union launches the first space station, Salyut 
1. 
United States launches Apollo 15. Of the moon 
mission, Nixon states, "Even as it reflects man's 
restless quest for his own future, so it also reenacts 
another of the ' deeper rituals of his bones' - not only 
the compulsion of the human spirit to know where 
we are going but the primal need in man's blood to 
know from wha t we have come. " 56 

U.S. space probe Mariner 9 becomes the first artificial 
satellite of Mars. 
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Nixon authorizes the development of the Space 
Transportation System (STS), commonly known as 
the shuttle . He states that the shuttle will "transform 
the space frontier of the 1970s into familiar territory, 
easily accessible for human endeavor in the 1980's 
and 1990' s. " 57 

United States launches Apollo 16. 

United States launches Jupiter space probe Pioneer 10. 

United States launches the Earth Resources Technol­
ogy Satellite (ERTS-1, later Landsat 1), which will make 
the first comprehensive satellite mapping of the 
earth . 

United States launches Apollo 17. 

Nixon defends his space policy: "We are taking 
another long step in man's ancient search for his own 
beginnings, pressing beyond knowledge of the 
means of human existence to find, perhaps, the 
meaning of human existence .... The making of 
space h istory will continue, and this ation means to 
play a major role in its making."58 

United States launches space probe Pionttr 11. 

United States launches its experimental space 
laboratory, Skylab. 

United States launches first Skylab crew to the space 
laboratory. Astronauts Pete Conrad, Joe Kerwin, and 
Paul Weitz stay aboard for twenty-eight days. 

United States launche econd Skylab crew. 
Astronauts Al Bean, Jack Lou ma, and Owen Garriott 
stay aboard for fifty-nine day . 

U.S. vice pre ident Spiro Agnew resigns. Gerald 
Ford's name is ubmitted a replacement . 

United State launche third and final Skylo.b crew. 
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Astronauts Jerry Carr, Ed Gibson, and Bill Pogue stay 
aboard for eighty-four days . 

U.S. space probe Mariner 10 takes close-up shots of 
Mercury . 

The first U.S. geostationary weather satellite, SMS-1, 
reaches orbit . 

In honor of the fifth anniversay of the first lunar 
landing, Nixon proclaims July 16-24, 1974, as 
National Space Week.59 

In the wake of the Watergate break-in and cover-up, 
Richard Nixon resigns . Gerald Ford takes the presi­
dential oath. 

Ford comments on the upcoming space "hook-up" 
between the Soviet Soyuz and the United States Apollo 
space capsules: "I think all of us agree that the 
broader we can make our relationships in health, in 
environment, in space, and many other areas, the 
better it is for us . " 60 

Ford receives a crystal grown aboard the Skylab 
experimental space lab. "Most of us become so 
involved in trying to find solutions to the serious 
problems that we face today that we sometimes lose 
sight of the developments that hold promise for a 
better tomorrow. [This crystal] is a reminder that we 
should raise our sights to the broadening horizon 
available to us through our national investments in 
science and technology . " 61 

Ford presents the Robert H . Goddard Memorial 
Trophy to the Skylab astronauts . He states that "the 
United States has achieved a great role in space," and 
emphasizes that he is "a complete believer in the 
accomplishments, the mission of a good, fine, 
forward-looking, visionary space program for 
America . " 62 
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A U.S. Apollo spacecraft links up with a Soviet Soyuz 
spacecraft in the first international manned space 
flight. 
Ford congratulates the astronauts involved in the 
Apollo-Soyuz test program. "This has opened a new 
era of international cooperation, " which will 
hopefully "provide all of us with an example to 

b f t "63 remem er or many, many years o come. 

Ford addresses the space program in a Q&A session 
in Wilkesboro, North Carolina. He states that the 
space program "has had a great many benefits in 
agriculture, in weather, in scientific achievements," 
and expresses the belief that "it will maintain its 
present momentum and [continue to] give us the 
benefits in science, in agriculture, in weather, and all 
of the other things ."64 

U.S. launches Lageos, a laser-reflecting satellite that 
will investigate earth shape and crustal movements. 

U.S . space probe Viking I lands on Mars. 

U.S. space probe Viking II lands on Mars. 

James Earl Carter is elected president of the United 
States. 

Carter proclaims July 16-24, 1977, as United States 
Space Observance Week. " The purpose of our space 
program is not only to study space, but to understand 
its relevance to life on earth. " 65 

U.S. prototype space shuttle orbiter Enterprise makes 
the first free flight from a Boeing 747 carrier aircraft . 
Also, the U.S. launches the first high-energy 
astronomy satellite, HEA0-1, to map -ray and 
gamma-ray sources in the heavens. 

United States launches deep space probe Voyager 2. 

United States launches deep space probe Voyager 1 
in a faster trajectory than Voyager 2. 
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Oct. 26 U.S. prototype space shuttle orbiter Enterprise makes 
final approach and landing test. 

ov. 22 European Space Agency (ESA) launches a geosta­
tionary weather satellite, Meteosat l . 

1978 

Jan . 26 United States, in cooperation with the European 
Space Agency, launches an international ultraviolet 
explorer (IUE) that will record outer space at ultra­
violet wavelengths . 

May 20 United States launches interplanetary probe Pioneer­
Venus I . 

June 20 Carter calls fo r a total review of U.S . space activities . 
His directive "recognizes that the civilian space 
program is at the threshold of change," and he 
believes that "at issue is how to best capitalize on 
prior investments and set the needed direction and 
purpose for continued vitality in the future. " 66 

July 20 Carter comments on the ninth anniversary of the first 
moon landing . He caHs it "a moment without prece­
dent in human experience," and then directs 
atten tion to the space shuttle, which will allow the 
United States " to use the vantage point of space to 
learn more about the Earth."67 

Aug . 8 United States launches space probe Pioneer-Venus 2. 

Oct . 1 Carter presides at the Congressional Space Medal of 
Honor awards ceremony. He states that the space age 
has " reached the threshold of its maturity," that 
" the first great era of the space age is over," and that 
" the second is about to begin. " 68 

1979 

Mar. 5 U.S. space probe Voyager 1 makes its closest approach 
to Jupiter, sending back a wealth of information. 

Mar . 27 Carter lays out his national space policy, which 
"stresses the use of space technologies to meet 
human needs here on earth."69 
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U.S. prototype orbiter Enterprise rolls out to the 
launch pad at Kennedy Space Center. 

U.S. space probe Voyager 2 does a fly-by of Jupiter . 

U.S. space lab Skylab falls to earth, as planned, in 
western Australia . 

Carter proclaims July 17-24 as United States Space 
Observance Week. "Ten years ago this week, the 
Apollo astronauts changed forever, for all humanity, 
our concept of the universe and our relation to it. ... 
During the ten years since, space has become part of 
our daily lives . " 70 

Ten-year anniversary of the Apollo 11 moon landing. 
Carter says, "The pioneer spirit that built our great 
country is symbolized by the footprints of American 
astronauts on the bleak landscape of the Moon. " 71 

U.S. space probe Pioneer 11 becomes the first probe to 
travel to Saturn. 

U.S . launches high-energy astronomical observatory 
HEA0-3 (Einstein) to explore the heavens at X-ray 
wavelengths . 

Carter reiterates his space policy during a telephone 
call-out program on National Public Radio : "We're 
moving into a new era of the use of space that will be 
quite different from what we've known in the past .... 
Now we are shifting to a more routine use of space 
flights with the shuttle. " 72 

U.S. launches solar maximum mission satellite Solar 
Max . 

Ronald Reagan is elected president of the United 
States. 

U.S. space probe Voyager 1 reaches Saturn and sends 
back pictures . 

United States launches Intelsat V . With 12,000 voice 
circuits, it is the first in a series of powerful 
communications satellites . 
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Members: 

One aspect of this thread is "Is the U.S. President cleared to access UFO (or Any 
Other) information ?" 

s strange as it may seem, the correct answer to this question is "No, not always." 
he reason is that (as discussed previously) the Government REQUIRES that anyone 
eeking highly classified information must not only possess the clearamce level 

(Confidential; Secret, 
Secret-Codeword, Top Secret, Top Secret-Codeword or ' 

op-Secret Codewrd-Eyes Only; But the NEED to access the information. Often the 
President has the "clearance" but not the NEED. 

Example: In 1961 while I was stationed in Northern Honchu Island, Japan with the 
USAFSS (A Military Adjunct 
of NSA) I guarded a NSA Site as a SP (then called AP). , 
Early on a Saturday morning I was· interupted by ,my #~ SP that, a Staff Car With two 
motorcycle escorts was pulling intodlir parking lot: Never hav!hg seen a Staff Car 

ith mororcycle escorts. I stepped outside just as'Jhe Staff .Gar parked; as is 
ustomary for Field Grade and above Officers, there w,as a ·1icens~ plate showing the 

rank of the Officer, this licence plate diSplaY,ed Fou_r, Stars-. It to,o~ a Jew moments for. 
me to realize that this was a fuli gen'eral; I then tho,ught "who .is'' he> and why i.s this 
general here?" ' '. • . } ·' ~, ' • ~ . , .. '. , . 

~ I ' : • ~ t, ' ' 

hen the General exited the rear ·of the staff car ,l was _able to recognize .him as 
Emment R. O'Donnal, some t:im,es k"nown as !'Rosi~ ~•Donnal',' ; CIC~o.f' u:s; Fqrces, 
Pacific. His exec. was a full colonel himself and very much into hisd0b of .assisting 
the General. I explained to the General & his exec;:. that 'we Di,£Not have a security 
badge for the General (due to ithere n9t being J:3 perceived NEEb) bufthat l had 
already contacted my commander (~ol~neJ qa111es, Barry') "who .was e,nroute to our 
compound to grant the General w.h?t is known as.".personal recognitio.n''.'As it.states, 

' l J I It ' ' I, ' 

this must be given personally, even though th~ e~ec, kept pr~sslng tor 'me 'to let the 
General enter the compound due to :some "pressir,g matters'' '! resisted. 
My commander arrived shortly and it wasn't long , until the General' was given a 
badge and entered the building. The exec. howeyer·was still upset with me and was 
discussing the matter with my comrna,nder, I felt that I was at best get my butt 
chewed, or at worse lose a stripe. ' • 
Luckily General O'Donnel was passing the two Colonels. ~s my refusal to comply wit 
the exec.'s insistance that since I KNEW the 9en.eral to be General O'Donnel, I 
should have granted access early-on; General O'Donn~I spoke up and said to his 
exec." that I had handled it exactly right", that he (General O'Donnel) while having 

op Secret-Codeword clearance he Did Not have a NEED for access to this 
compound. The exec. was also told to "let it lie". Which is exactly what he did" 
Hope this Post is not too long or too boring, but it Will show that some.times 
even High Rank just won't get the job done. 

USAFSS-SP 


